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seems the last consideration, elbow-room the first. In point of
commerce this capital is inferior to Menamah, and the market-
place less crowded and less extensive ; on the other hand, it is
decidedly the neater of the two ; possibly in accordance with
the well-known proverb that " where no oxen are, the crib is
clean/' Many spacious but low palaces are jotted about, where
reside different members of the El-Klialeefah family. Yoosef,
relying on some acquaintance of old date, formed under the
wing of his master Aboo-'Eysa, took me to visit one of the
chiefs, Hamid by name, uncle of the present governor. Humid
received us with much politeness ; the introductory ceremonies
differed in nothing from what I have often described. When
conversation warmed into familiarity, I had some difficulty in
framing decent pretexts for non-acceptance of kindly offers of
patronage, would I but consent to remain at Moharrek, and set
up as doctor to the royal family ; a proposal too honourable
and too advantageous for rejection, had I really been what I
seemed. After a while we rose and went to take up our lodgings
for the evening at the small house of a certain McTgheeth, a
friend of Yoosefs and native of Hasa. He was a quiet lite-
rary man, gaining his livelihood partly as scribe and partly as
schoolmaster. These two professions are often united in the
East ; and in the absence of printing-presses and publishers,
copyists often make good profit, and are never wholly without
work. Moreover Mogheeth was a mystic, belonging to the
Kaderee sect, whose strange tenets and suspected orthodoxy
would require other pages than these to explain them as they
merit. Suffice to say that 'Abd-el-Kfidir-el-Gheelanee, founder
of the Kaderees, if he did not (as is more than probable) lay
direct claim to divine honours, at least assumed to himself a
much higher position than Mahomet among his followers ; and
left the Kaderees for heritage a whole scheme of semi-pantheistic
PerHianisin, thinly veiled by Islamitic nomenclature.

The members of this curious association (at least all whom I
have had the good fortune to become acquainted with) distinguish
themselves by remarkable urbanity and kindliness to strangers ;
in the present instance our Kfideree host was a model in this
respect. Mogheeth soon embarked on religious conversation ;
indeed hardly any other was to be heard under his roof; and I